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2020 IS FINALLY OVER!!
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IN THIS ISSUE:

Welcome to the first 2021 Newsletter! Included are some
highlights of what we have been working on, some club
developments and what we have to look forward to for the
season ahead!
Nikki Daigneault | Newsletter Editor

2020 TROPHY WINNERS

Hi everyone,
Just a quick update from me.
By now I’m sure we’re all a little
bored and fed up of lockdown,
but hopefully the efforts we are
making now will enable us to
return to a glorious summer of
sailing once again! I’ve got all
my fingers and toes crossed
that we will be able to begin
sailing as soon as possible, and
to that end I know that plans are
being drawn up for our season
with some exciting things to
come! I know I’m itching to get
out again, and keep thinking of
what the first sail will be like.

We recognise the hard work
put in by everyone last year,
and now it’s time to repay that
by improving our facilities for all
and upgrading our club to the
next step. To enable some of this
requires funding, so together
with what we have earned from
the last two nationals, we are
also applying for a grant towards
this goal. More news to come
in due course, but safe to say
spirits are good and optimism is
high!

For now I’ll just say continue to
stay safe and wish you good
As some of you will know from health.
the AGM, there is plenty of work
being done right now behind Kind regards,
the scenes for the year ahead.
Our committees are hard at
work getting things ready, not Ben Daigneault | Commodore
only preparing the club and
programme in the usual fashion,
but also working towards some
upgrades to the club.
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MEET GREYHOUND!
UPCOMING PROJECTS

100 CLUB UPDATES

2021 SAILING UPDATES

SAILING WORLD
AND MUCH MORE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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2020 TROPHY WINNERS
Sadly with all of the challenges that 2020 threw our way, we were never able to have
our annual Laying Up Supper and prize giving. Unfortunately with engravers closed
trophies will not be able to be collected for a little while yet. We will sort something as
soon as we can.
However, in the midst of lockdown 3.0 we wanted to share the details of the 2020
winners!
WELL DONE to everyone that came down and took part!

Wednesday Series Pt1 -

Mick Whitmore

Matt Berry -

Mick & Sarah Whitmore

Pete Wadman -

Nick Hart

Vice Commodore Cup

Mike & Sophie Green

Rear Commodore Cup

Nick Hart

Pevensey Spring Race

Dave Vercoe & Carole Whitcher

Charles Whitmore

Mick & Sarah Whitmore

Commodore’s Cup

Peter Dives

Porthole

Dave Vercoe & Carole Whitcher

Lord Foley

Nick Hart

Llewellyn

Mick & Sarah Whitmore

Coronation Cup

Nick Hart

RNOC (A)

Andy Jeffries

RNOC (B)

Nick Hart

Eastbourne Tankard (A)

Brian Whitmey

Eastbourne Tankard (B)

Nick Hart

Artisan Cat Cup

Brian Whitmey

Devonshire Bowl

Nick Hart

RAFA (A)

Mick & Sarah Whitmore

RAFA (B)

Peter Dives

Frostbite

Mick & Sarah Whitmore

Brass Monkey

Nick Hart
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woop!

Well
done!

Epic!

Yay!
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VICE COMMODORE UPDATE

Hear from the new 2021 Vice
Commodore. Andy offers a few
sneak peaks about some of the
things the Sailing Committee are
looking at doing for the season
ahead!

Hello to you all. If you are like me you’re
probably stuck somewhere between being
totally bored - but with a nagging feeling that
the sailing season is little over 8 weeks away,
and it’s going to hurt if I don’t get fit! Now we
live in uncertain times, but I think it’s important
we all plan for the upcoming season.

Last year we gained two new active sailing
members this way, so expect to hear from your
Class Captain as we get closer to the season.
We are still looking for a Laser class captain, so
if you feel like doing some motivating have a
word with myself or Stevo and we’ll bring you
up to speed.

You’ll be glad to hear, the sailing committee
are ploughing on with all the plans we need
to make, so that you can look forward to some
great days sailing or SUPing on our wonderful
bay. It is my goal, with the sailing committee,
to bring you the most exciting and inclusive
sailing program we’ve had for years. Our goal
is to encourage you, the members, to use your
boats as many times as possible this season
and increase the amount of the boats on the
water participating in both racing and training.

The Cat Cup will make a come back in May! We
will use the 2 Bank Holiday Monday’s to revive
this historic club trophy into a fun event, with
a BBQ after sailing and a long-distance race.
It will give our biggest class (24 cats on the
beach), a chance to race and have some fun.
I really hope we can get some of the members
who don’t normally race to get involved. Don’t
worry, there will still be racing for the single
hulled boats, but it would be nice to give this
trophy a higher profile. Stevo will be doing
some creative marketing for this event once the
season starts.

This year we are hoping to get the Class Captains
much more proactive in communicating with
you the sailors in each class, to help you get a
crew, maintain your boat or even plan a training
day on a Saturday. We have successfully done
this in the Moth class over the last couple of
years, and it has enabled us to target when we
sail and also make new members feel more
welcome.
EASTBOURNE SOVEREIGN SAILING CLUB

So, we are ready and with Britain’s participation
in the America’s Cup, I’m sure sailing will have a
high profile this Spring. Let’s all use Ben Ainslie
and his Ineos teams’ campaign to get us all
motivated to get out on the water in 2021!
Andy Jeffries | Vice Commodore
3

NEW BEACH-LAUNCHABLE RIB

In the latter part of 2020 we invested in a new
small rib for the club. Greyhound MK2, made her
debut at the RS Aero event, but didn’t come out
much after.

of the beach-launched boats, meaning we are
able to extend Wednesday nights by a few either
side of the season. It also offers us advantages for
training cover, and is much quicker than having
to go down to the harbour for one of the bigger
The idea behind Greyhound is to have a second, boats.
handy, rescue boat that can be launched from
the beach. We are looking to moving most of the Whilst Seahorse and Legacy will remain or primary
rescue boat cover over to be completed from one boats, this opens new doors for us!
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WHY GREYHOUND?

TECNHICAL BITS...

Are you asking yourself why the boat is
called Greyhound? Where here is the
answer...

The Excel Virago SR350 Rigid Inflatable
Boat features an Aluminium hull, a
material that is stronger than GRP, which is
attached to inflatable PVC collars.

A few years back Peter Dago donated
a small RIB to the club, we named it
Greyhound in honour of one of his most
favourite boats, one of his ‘505’s. Sadly we
never really got to use that RIB. However,
Dago was happy for us to sell the original
Greyhound to help fund something more
suitable for our sailing needs.
And here we are! Dago’s contribution
meant there was only one name for her.

EASTBOURNE SOVEREIGN SAILING CLUB

Greyhound has a 20HP Suzuki engine
attached

One of the main reasons we were able to
purchase our new rescue boat was due
to the contributions from the our own 100
Club. - FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE 100
CLUB OVERLEAF......
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100 CLUB

WHAT IS

Members of the ‘100 Club’ pay a monthly?
subscription, half of which is used for funding
EASTBOURNE SOVEREIGN SAILING CLUB
activities with the other half being
used for a
monthly cash draw.
IT
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We always welcome more members to join
the ‘100 Club’ – the more members the bigger
the prizes! You can join on-line at (https://
go.sailing-at-eastbourne.co.uk/?page_id=489) or
application forms are available at the Clubhouse
or from the Promoter Dawn Harker (01825
765684 dawn.harker@btinternet.com).
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Payment can either be made by standing order
although we will accept an annual Bank Transfer,
cheque or cash payment. It’s important to let
the Promoter know if you have setup payments
from your internet bank else she doesn’t know
where to send the winning cheques!
There is no limit to the number of draw numbers
you hold; each number costs £2 per month and
other family members can also join the only
restriction being that they must be over 16.
Month

No

Name

Amount

March

1

Ricky Whitmore

69
April

May

June
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BE PART OF FUNDRAISING AT THE
CLUB WHILST BEING IN FOR A
CHANCE TO WIN £££

We are always welcoming new
members - sign up today!
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Jacky Thomas

£20.00

£25.00

48

Matthew Hunt

£15.00

Steve Goddard

£15.00

10

Gary Smith

£10.00

44

Mark Smith

£10.00

September 48

Matthew Hunt

£20.00

60

Mark Smith

£20.00

8

Nick Eldridge

£15.00

11

Roger Green

£15.00

1

Ricky Whitmore

£10.00

1

Ricky Whitmore

£10.00

47

Jacky Thomas

£20.00

33

Nicky Walker

£20.00

34

Steve Goddard

£15.00

43

Mick Whitmore

£15.00

38

Jacky Thomas

£10.00

13

Louise Hilder

£10.00

54

Mark Smith

£50.00

43

Mick Whitmore

£25.00

13

Keith Murphy

£10.00
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August

October

WELL DONE TO ALL OF
THE 2020 WINNERS!

Thankyou for your continued contributions
allowing this fundraising activity to continue.
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SAILING COMMITTEE UPDATE - MORE FOR LESS

We have listened and plan to deliver 5 more
Wednesday night races than last year, while at
the same time less Wednesday motorboat duties.
This is a drop of approximately 37% on previous
years.

will also save on fuel costs, time and that dash to
make the harbour before it gets dark. It will also
allow the person on duty to join the sailors in the
warmth of the club, having a pint while enjoying
one of Rene’s meals.

How have we managed this I hear you ask? With Currently we only have a small number of
the club now having two beach launch ribs, and members who are trained in the beach ribs, if you
new smaller buoys.
are keen to get some time on the water on one
please speak to myself or a member of the sailing
Gary Smith has been working hard as always committee.
to source a new rib (Greyhound), new launch
trolleys for both Sceptre and Greyhound, small Stevo | Sailing Secretary
anchors and buoys. This allowing single handed
deployment for Wednesday night’s off the beach.
Not only does this method save 37% on duties, it

“We have listened and plan to deliver
5 more Wednesday night races than
last year, while at the same time less
Wednesday motorboat duties...”
EASTBOURNE SOVEREIGN SAILING CLUB
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VR RACING - JOIN UP!

If you are itching for a sailing fix, and the
American’s cup is not enough, why not look at
joining our weekly VR sailing series!
Every Wednesday evening at 8pm and Sunday
morning at 10am a group of members get
together to race each other on the VR Racing
game!
Whilst it is not entirely the same, it is a welcome
competitive fix against club member friends.

EASTBOURNE SOVEREIGN SAILING CLUB

It keeps the sailing rust from settling and offers
a welcome break from the trials of lockdown
3.0. Test your start line wit, compete for those
shifts & puffs, avoid being covered and keep it
legal! The app is free to download on Android
and Apple Stores - or alternatively visit .
www.virtual regatta.com.
If you are interesting in taking part, email Ben
Dago - dart2309@googlemail.com.
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36TH AMERICAS CUP

No doubt you will all be aware and following
the 36th edition of the America’s Cup in new
Zealand.
After a disappointing start with Ineos Team GB not
getting off to the best start during the Christmas
cup, they have come roaring back in the first set
of Round Robin races, sitting undefeated and
gaining that all important short cut straight to the
Prada Cup final!
The time available between racing will be
precious and well spent developing the boat
even further to be higher and faster than the rest.
Meanwhile, Luna Rossa’s boat Prada &
American’s magic’s boat Patriot have been
battling it out. Sadly, after a series of unfortunate
events the American Magic team are now on
their way home having been knocked out of the
competition. A nasty foil jump during a bearaway left them capsize with a hole in the bottom
of the boat.

teams rallied round Patriot to keep her from
sinking! After a 10 day rebuild, they had lost too
much ground to other teams that have continued
to develop & make progress and their final races
showed just that, finishing more than 3 minutes
behind!
Now we look forward to the Prada cup final on
13th February to see who will progress into the
America’s Cup, and have that chance to remove
the cup from New Zealand’s hands!
With some spectacular racing already seen, all
eyes will be on Ben Ainslie & the Ineos team
to see if they can bring the cup home! Catch
all the racing on YouTube when you search for
America’s Cup!

PRADA CUP FINAL
13TH FEBRUARY

A great showing of sportsmanship as all the

EASTBOURNE SOVEREIGN SAILING CLUB
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2021 ESSC COMMITTEES

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Commodore

Ben Daigneault

Membership Secretary

Peter Dives

Vice Commodore

Andy Jeffries

Communications

Nikki Daigneault

Rear Commodore

Andrew Hunt

Member

Mark Fryer

Treasurer

Mandy Batchelor

Member

Mick Whitmore

General Secretary

Lynne Kiernan

President

Roy Williamson

Vice President

Mick Harker

SAILING COMMITTEE
Vice Commodore

Andy Jeffries

Trophy Officer

Barbara Pratt

Sailing Secretary

Stevo

Bosun

Gary Smith

Vice Sailing Sec

Ben Gosling-Davis

Assistant Bosun

Steve Goddard

Rota Officer

Louise Hilder

Training Bosun

Roger Green

Results Officer

Nick Hart

Beach Master

Matt Hunt

Training Officer

Ricky Whitmore

Junior Sailing Trainer

Mark Fryer

HOUSE COMMITTEES & OTHER
Rear Commodore

Andrew Hunt

Social Secretary

Nick Eldridge

House Secretary

Richard Bromage

Bar Secretary

Allyson Jeffries

Club Welfare Officer

Henry Kiernan
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