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WELCOME
ABOUT US

Eastbourne Sovereign Sailing Club is in the 
beautiful seaside town of Eastbourne on the 
East Sussex coast and is a family club, run by its 
members. Situated right on the promenade on 
the seafront, it is in an idyllic location and the 
sailing conditions are unrivalled.

The club is well known in the dinghy sailing world 
for its friendliness and for its strong organisation. 
We welcome new members and work hard 
to make them feel part of the club as soon as 
possible. We cater for experienced sailors and 
beginners alike and our members sail a variety 
of classes.

In recent years we have transformed our site 
with a full renovation, moving the club forward. 
We have also moved into being a premier venue 
for both open and  national events, holding the 
RS700 & RS800 Nationals in 2019, and the RS 
Aero Nationals in 2020. 
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CLUBHOUSE
OUR FACILITIES

OUR DELICIOUS GALLEY
We are really lucky at ESSC to have a fantastic caterer who 
offers a huge range of delicious home cooked food, with all of 
her ingredients sourced locally. 

With everything from a full cooked breakfast to start the day, 
to soups, sandwiches and more for lunch, right through to a 
big home-cooked meal on a Wednesday.

The Galley also offers hot and soft drinks, homemade cakes, 
crisps, chocolate as well as a friendly and warm service.

Our caterer is also available for private hire - enquire inside. 

OUR BAR
We have a very well stocked bar that caters for most palettes, 
with everything from a variety of different wines, we have 
local ales both bottled and on tap. We also have a range of 
different Gin flavours and a mixture of delicious tonics. 

Ready and waiting when sailing has finished (and sometimes 
beforehand too!) 

We also offer seasonal additions to the menu throughout the 
year.

We accept cash and card payments. 

OUR CLUB HOUSE
We have a stunning clubhouse (can you tell we are proud?!) 
right on the seafront, offering premium views of Eastbourne 
bay. 

Views and locations aside, we have a big and welcome club 
room, (including free Wi-Fi) that houses the Galley and Bar. 
Adjacent to the main club room is a training room area.

With disabled access throughout we strive to offer a warm 
and welcoming environment that is family friendly.

Why not come along for a cup of tea and see for yourself!

10/10

10/10

10/10
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TRAINING
ACADEMY COURSES

We hold an annual training course inviting people 
to come along and learn to sail for themselves, 
with the aim for the new academy members to 
earn their RYA Level 2 certificate.

We have a highly trained training principle, who 
along with his team of assistants work with the 
academy members to build their skills, knowledge 
and confidence sailing on the water. 

Part of the academy membership includes 1 year 
free hire of our club boats, as well as a full years 
membership of the club, and a free ticket to our 
opening social event. 

INTERESTED?
Speak to a member in the club house, or you can 
contact our training principle directly through out 
website. 

WHAT WILL I DO?
There is a little classroom work, but the aim 
is to be on the water day one. You will learn 
to rig your boat, sail, and recover from a 
capsize. The essential skills to get you out 
and enjoying sailing safely. 

WHAT WILL I NEED?
We provide the wet gear needed to keep 
you warm, including wetsuits, spray tops 
and a buoyancy aid. You will need to bring 
a towel to shower with and some footwear 
that’ll get wet. You can bring your own, or 
purchase new items from our on-site shop. 

WHEN IS IT?
The course runs for 6 weeks every year 
late spring/summer. Check our website or 
contact us to find out the dates for this year. 
The course is held over 5 Saturdays and a 
single Sunday. 

HOW MUCH IS IT?
We offer highly competitive rates, talk to us 
to find out our fees for this year, or visit our 
website. 

5



SAFETY FIRST 
OUR PROCEDURES

ESSC has 4 motorboats used for safety cover 
during sailing. At least 1 boat is always on the 
water whilst sailing is happening, and we always 
have an additional RIB based on the beach 
available if needed.

Our primary boat Seahorse is a very stable 
Cheetah Marine Catamaran, this is perfect for 
rescuing both members and boats if so required, 
it also carries all of our sailing marks. 

We also have a former Olympic support RIB 
- Legacy used as a second safety boat when 
needed. Faster and better for coming alongside. 

In support of our two main boats, we have 3 
smaller ribs on site for use and events. Dolphin, 
a 4meter RIB, and two small ribs - Sceptre and a 
smaller rib that launch from the beach. 
 
Safety is paramount. Rescuing a man in the water 
always takes president over water activities and 
the boats themselves.

KEEPING SAFE
Buoyancy aids are essential when 
entering the water. 

Dress appropriately, layers are key, 
it is always colder than you think

Can you launch and return safely?

The bridge is always manned during 
racing, keeping an eye on all boats.

If you capsize - stay with your boat 
where you can, it will be easier to 
find you. The safety boat will come. 

Look out for each other, both on the 
beach and on the water, help when 
needed. It could easily be you!



SAILING @ ESSC
WHAT WE DO

ESSC is uniquely situation right on the main 
seafront in Eastbourne, with the beach right 
outside the clubhouse, sailing is right in front of 
the club with excellent views, both of the racing 
and the stunning seafront and pier. 

We hold 3 races on a Sunday, starting at 11am we 
have a single morning race, a break for lunch, 
following by 2 more races in the afternoon. As 
the winter draws in, we drop to 2 races in the 
morning only.

Our Wednesday series is hugely popular, in part 
to our bespoke PRATT Racing system. We have 1 
race (times are sunset dependent) following by a 
home cooked meal and a pint in the club!

We always have a safety boat cover any time the 
club is open, as we as an additional RIB on the 
beach ready to be launched if required.  

WHEN DO WE SAIL?
We have racing every Sunday from mid-
March right through until Christmas. 
Wednesday evenings from April-August. 

FREE SAILING
Members are welcome to free sail any time 
that the club is open. Free sailing is also 
available Saturday afternoons during peak 
season. 

CLUB BOAT HIRE
We have a number of club-owned boats 
available for club members to hire. This 
includes a Dart16, Lasers, Picos and an 
RS Feva. Fees are applicable. 

This could be you!
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EVENTS @ ESSC
PREMIER VENUE

EXPERIENCED RACE TEAMS
We have a number of full trained and experienced Race 
Officers as part of our membership, all with decades of 
experience. Always keen for the experience of holding a new 
race. Fully equipped with everything they need, an early start 
is always required, and plenty of food and drink!

Dedication is essential, as you can’t take your eye off the ball 
for a second.

Interested in learning more about becoming a race officer?
Visit www.rya.org.uk

STUNNING CONDITIONS
We are very lucky here in Eastbourne to have the shelter 
of the South Downs and Beachy Head. This creates 
Eastbourne’s famous micro-climate and this is why we are 
know as the Sunshine Coast!

We have a beautiful coastline to enjoy, and thankfully are not 
hampered by tides, we can launch at any time of the day. Our 
beach winches and beach mats keep it easy to haul boats 
back to their berths.

Obviously, the only thing that can ever hamper the day is 
good ol’ Mother Nature!

A VERY WARM WELCOME
We work tirelessly to make every visitor that comes to ESSC 
as welcome as possible, our club facilities are your club 
facilities whilst you are with us. 

Our patio enables easy viewing of the sailing, and we are 
situated a short walk from the town, local parks, children’s 
fun parks and Eastbourne’s iconic pier too if you wanted 
to explore whilst you are with us.  We have lots of local 
accommodation, and a limited number of camping spaces 
at the rear of the premises. We also have a large car park on 
site. 

Join us for food, drink and chat, we can’t wait to talk to you!
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SOCIALS EVENTS
GETTING TOGETHER

AIRBORNE
We are fortunate to have a prime location for watching 
Eastbourne Airborne. 

We always have a big club social event that weekend, 
with great food, live music and great company.  This is 
one of the highlights of the season!

Each year we start our season with a Fitting Out 
Evening, this takes various forms each season but 
always includes a delicious meal. It is usually the first 
time members have seen each other since the close 
of the previous season. A great way to catch up with 
friends and see what has happened over the winter!

The Laying Up Supper is our end of season formal 
event, we have a big 3 course meal at a local venue, 
and here the season’s trophies are awarded. This 
event is very well attended and is a guaranteed 
fun evening. It is an evening of fine food, fabulous 
company and festivities!

We have several additional social events every season 
including Quiz Nights, Seasonal Parties, Dinner 
evenings, Themed Events, Coffee & Cake mornings 
and much more besides. 
During the year we also have guests to the clubs for 
talk evenings. What more could you want?

FITTING OUT EVENING

LAYING UP SUPPER

AND MUCH MORE!...
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SHOPPING FOR ESSENTIALS
ON-SITE CHANDLERY

 
 ☑ Clothing & Boots

 ☑ Rope

 ☑ Blocks & Cleats

 ☑ Rooster Stocklist

 
 ☑ Gift Vouchers

 ☑ Buoyancy Aids

 ☑ Harken Stockist

 ☑ and more...

We are very fortunate to be able to offer our 
members an on-site chandlery for all of your 
sailing needs. In addition to this, one of our 
members owns Smith Covers, for sail repairs and 
maintenance. Available to purchase there is:

We are very fortunate to be able to offer our 
members an on-site chandlery for all of your 
sailing needs. In addition to this, one of our 
members owns Smith Covers, for sail repairs and 
maintenance. Available to purchase there is:

10% DISCOUNT
ON ALL

ROOSTER 
ITEMS

FOR CLUB
MEMBERS
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DID YOU KNOW?....
YOU CAN HIRE OUR VENUE
PARTIES | MEETINGS | REGULAR GROUPS | GATHERINGS | SOCIAL EVENTS 

ASK US FOR MORE INFORMATION OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE

01323 720715

www.sailing-at-eastbourne.co.uk

Royal Parade, Eastbourne
East Sussex, BN22 7AA


